Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 02152 21 1216Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO HA-05 SS-15 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
PA-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 /056 W 

105991 211220Z/10 

O 211 1 5 1 Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6663 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 2152 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNHRC, SHUM, NI, UG, PINR 

SUBJECT: 34TH HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - M’BAYE'S NIGERIAN 
CANDIDATE 

REF: GENEVA 2610 

1 . HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN M'BAYE IS REFERRING 
TO FORMER NIGERIAN CHIEF JUSTIC SIR ADETOKUNBO ADEMOLA 
(NOTE SPELLING AND WORD ORDER). 

2. ADEMOLA, A YORUBA, WAS BORN ON FEBRUARY 1, 1906 IN 
ABAOKUTA, NIGERIA. HE IS AN HORNORS GRADUATE IN LAW 
OF SELWYN COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE AND WAS CALLED TO THE 
BAR AT THE MIDDLE TEMPLE IN 1934. RETURNING TO NIGERIA. 

HE ENTERED THE LEGAL PROFESSION AND SERVED AS THE FIRST 
AFRICAN MAGISTRATE APPOINTED OUTSIDE LAGOS. FROM 

1955 TO 1958, HE SERVED AS CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE WESTERN 
REGION. FROM 1958 TO 1971. HE WAS CHIEF JUSTICE OF 
NIGERIA. SIR ADETOKUNBO WAS KNIGHTED IN 1959. 

3. ADEMOLA IS COMPETENT, ARTICULATE, AFFABLE, AND 
EASY-GOING. HE IS CONSIDERED PRO- WEST AND HAS REPRESENTED 
NIGERIA AT NUMBEROUS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES. ADEMOLA 
GENERALLY SUCCEEDED IN AVOIDING THE ROUGH AND TUMBLE OF 
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NIGERIAN DOMESTIC POLITICS, BUT HE ENDED HIS CAREER UNDER 
SOMEWHAT OF A CLOUD WHEN HE ACCEPTED APPOINTMENT AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE 1973 NATIONAL CENSUS WHICH ENDED IN A 
POLITICAL DEBACLE WITH THE RESULTS REJECTED. 

4. ADEMOLA'S HOBBIES INCLUDE TENNIS, CRICKET, AND 
HORSERACING. HE IS MARRIED AND HAS FOUR CHILDREN. HIS 
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WIFE WAS THE FIRST NIGERIAN WOMAN TO GRADUATE FROM 
OXFORD. 

EASUM 
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